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Perspective to the study of space in Buddhism

Masahide MORI

The religious space, i.e. the sacred space is one of the most important éléments that constitute

religion. People encounter the sacred space in the religious architectures such as temple and

cathedral, and they positively take part in it in the stages of ritual and ceremony. The pilgrimage

of sacred places forms the wider sacred space. The sacred space is sometimes reflected to the

structure of city, nation and the universe. The sacred visual arts, especially paintings, represent

the sacred space in the way différent from that of the profane arts.

This article présents the provisional scheme of the studies of sacred space in the history of

Buddhism, especially from the viewpoint that how people recognized, represented and

experienced the sacred space. I also mention its philosophical background in India and Japan. I

conclude to indicate the following points that should be emphasized : the relationship between

space and time, the relationship between the narrative art and the religious icon, différent attitudes

toward the sacred space between India and Japan, the discordance between the idéal space and the

real one.
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